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unless some later occasion stimulates the production of a complete bib- 
liography of this notable exploration and its painstaking annalists. 

I. J. Cox 

History of the United States. By Emerson David Fite, Ph.D., Frederick 
Ferris Thompson professor of political science, Vassar college. (New 
York : Henry Holt and company, 1916. 575 p. $1.60) 

This book will meet quite successfully the demands of recent pedagogy 
and historical scholarship. At the end of each of the twenty-seven chap- 
ters there is a list of general references, special topics, illustrative ma- 
terial, and suggestive questions. There are forty-four maps, one hun- 
dred and ten illustrations, and four appendices. The reviewer welcomes 
the articles of confederation as an appendix but he questions the ad- 
visability of using the photograph of from two to five contemporaries. 
Why give one-third of a page to a likeness of Van Buren or Greeley or 
John Mitchell ? Some of the illustrations are unique ; for example, the 
Barker house and the San Antonio mission. 

As to the divisions of the subject and the points of emphasis, Mr. Fite 
has followed largely what seems to be modern orthodoxy. He brings the 
narrative to 1763 in ninety-seven pages, arrives at Jackson's administra- 
tion in the middle of the book, and gives fully one-fourth of the text to 
the period since 1865. In the early period he stresses the spread of 
geographical knowledge, and the relation of the continental and the 
"West India colonies. The preface states that "less space than usual" 
has been given to military history "while the social and industrial de- 
velopment of the country, economic progress, sources and effects of im- 
migration, conditions on the ever-receding frontier, and changes in gov- 
ernmental forms, both national and local, have received special atten- 
tion." Other points emphasized are foreign relations, the peace move- 
ment, and very recent history. Many readers will agree that these aims 
have been realized as fully as can be expected in a book of this size. 

While Mr. Fite has synthesized the story of the West Indian and the 
continental colonies, he has not solved the difficult problem of writing 
colonial history so as to be really teachable. The reviewer feels that this 
text will not give the high school pupil a clear idea of the institutional 
life of the colonists. Many teachers will desire more than seven pages 
on the struggle between England and France for the possession of the 
new world. The forties and the fifties are well treated. The recon- 
struction period is discussed in two chapters : one on the economic phases 
and the other on political ; the former being much better than the latter. 
It is rather doubtful whether economic reconstruction should be treated 
before the political situation has been presented, especially when the 
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economic events are brought down to the eighties. One of the best chap- 
ters of the book is the one on "Progressive democracy" covering the 
last decade. 

The quotations from Chastellux, Brissot de "Warville, Burnaby, and 
some others add strength to the text, but it is the opinion of the reviewer 
that the rather lengthy description of a buffalo hunt by Fremont, Whit- 
man's "My captain," and the Gettysburg speech might have been 
omitted. 

The book is singularly free from errors. The style is quite readable 
and is written distinctly for the high school. This book will take rank 
among the best of the recent texts. 

D. C. Shilling 



